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Badil Resource Center, The 1948 Palestinian Refugees and the Individual Right of Return: An International
Law Analysis (January 2001).
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Our bill, which is part of a bigger plan that Herut is crystallizing, is about
encouraging Arab emigration to Arab countries. Most of the political parties in Israel
still do not recognize that when we speak about the Palestinian problem, it’s not only
the 3 million Palestinians who live in Judea, Samaria and Gaza Strip but also the
1.2 million Palestinian Arabs who live in Israel as Israeli citizens. Most of them feel
themselves to be Palestinians and identify with Palestinian causes. Actually, in most
cases, there’s no difference between a Palestinian Arab living in Jaffa and one living
in Gaza.

... Our bill addresses the issue of Israeli Arabs and puts on the table the question of
loyalty. Since the laws in Israel and our Supreme Court are very keen on guarding
against racism, the bill says that every Israeli, without mentioning Arabs, who wants

to go to an Arab country will receive a sum of money to do so.
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Gabriel Ben-Dor, Badi Hasisi and Ami Pedhazur, "Anti-Liberalism and the Use of Force in Israeli \o
Democracy", The Journal of Political and Military Sociology, vol. 31:1 (2003)—forthcoming.
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One wonders what Ben-Gurion —who probably could have engineered a comprehensive

rather than a partial transfer in 1948, but refrained — would have made of all this, were

he somehow resurrected. Perhaps he would now regret his restraint. Perhaps, had he

gone the whole hog, today's Middle East would be a healthier, less violent place, with

a Jewish state between Jordan and the Mediterranean and a Palestinian Arab state in

Transjordan. Alternatively, Arab success in the 1948 war, with the Jews driven into the

sea, would have obtained the same, historically calming result. Perhaps it was the very

indecisiveness of the geographical and demographic outcome of 1948 that underlies

the persisting tragedy of Palestine.
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